
Dear 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION Ill 

1650 Arch Street 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-2029 

Sorry for taking a while to get back with you about the health effects information you 

requested with respect to the low level of MTBE (0.6 micrograms/liter or parts per billion) 
detected in your private drinking water well. 

The official EPA document is the Drinking Water Advisory of20 to 40 ppb based on 
taste and order studies: Please see the enclosed Fact Sheet (issued by EPA in December 1997) 

for the summary. The full Advisory report is available at: 
http://epa.gov/waterscience/criteria/drinking/mtbe.html 

Since 1997, EPA had conducted additional health effects research. It is expected that 
EPA will finalize its risk assessment around June 2007 after going through the review by external 

scientific experts, such as the National Academy of Sciences. 

Many States have established various health-based standards for MTBE. Among them, 

California set the health-based drinking water standard at 13 parts per billion (ppb) in 1999. 

California is often considered as a bellwether state for drinking water standard. If you are 

interested, the technical documents supporting this standard can be downloaded at: 
http://www.oehha.ca.gov/water/phg/399mtbea.htm1 

Finally, enclosed for your comparison is a list of standards that have been established by 
various states. The primary (health based) drinking water standards range from 10 ppb to 240 
ppb. The detection of 0.6 ppb in your drinking water is relatively low as compared with these 

standards. 

Should you decide to pursue treatment, there are several organizations that can help you 

with the selection of a treatment unit, such as NSF International, Water Quality Association, and 
The Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. You can obtain their contact information from the EPA' s 
website - "MTBE in Drinking Water." A copy of the web page is enclosed for your reference. 

O Primed 011 I 00% recycled/recyclable paper with I 00% post-consumer fiber and process chlorine free. 
· 

Customer Service Hotline: 1-800-438-2474 
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